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Awakened Social Conscience Asked in Latin smerica | 


(San José) - A Cuban evangelist has called here for an awakened Protestant 
conscience on social questions in Latin America, 


The Reve Cecilio Arrastia, a theological professor in the Evangelical 
Seminary at Matanzas, Cuba, said that many Latin American churches had no 
social conscience and thought of evangelism as unrelated to the life of 
society. ; 


"The Christian faith is revolutionary," he told 1500 people at a 
public meeting in San José held in connection with a training course for 
evangelical youth leaders. "The Magnificat sung by Mary when she lmows 
that Jesus Christ will be born speaks of putting down the mighty from their 
seats and exalting the humble and meek." 


Mr. Arrastia, who spent three years as a travelling evangelist in 
latin America on behalf of the Committee on Cooperation in Latin America 
of the National Council of Churches (US), declared that Paul's preaching 
hag social repercussions. He mentioned the "strike and the riot in the 
labour unions" when Paul diverted people from the worship of the goddess 
Diana at Ephesuse 
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"The Church is not allowed the luxury of just existing," the 37 year 
old evangelist continued. "We must do God's work." 


He reviewed the viewpoints of Marx and Freud and said that they were 
dealing with problems that resulted from man being "off centre" in relation 
to God. "The Marxists and the Freudians have their own kind of holiness," 
he said, "But the Christian cannot claim to be holy. He goes to do his 
work for society on the basis of penitence and humility." 


Stressing that God is acting now in the events of revolution and 
rapid change in many parts of the world, Mr. Arrasita said Christians must 
avoid giving the impression that they have "a olack market in sainthood", 


Christians are forgiven people with practical work to do in society, 
he declared, and they must show that "the last world does not lie with Khr- 
uschev, or Eisenhower, or Marx or Lenin, but with Christ and in the 
Christian revolutionary faith we have through Christ in the Spirit". 


Professor Arrastia's speech keynoted the Youth Leadership Training 
Course for Central American and neighbouring countries being held here 
January 25 through February 5. 


Planned by ULAJE (the Union of Latin American Evangelical Youth) with 
the support of the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches and 
the NCCC's Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, the meeting is being 
attended by more than forty youth leaders from 15 countries and twelve 
churches. EPS, Genevae 


Report Given on Chinese Churches 


(Buck HELLS vals. Pas ) — Conditions in the Chinese People's Republic and 
the developments in the life of its churches were outlined to the Board 
of Missions of the Methodist Church (US) at its annual meeting in Buck 
Poh ee lis; Pa. 


The Rev. Tracey R. Jones, Jr., the Board’s executive secretary for 
Southeast Asia, recently returned from a visit to lands bordering main- 
land China, told the meeting "the most important thing to remember is that 


the churches live", 


"They have suffered; they have conformed to the political and 
economic objectives of state. However, they remain. Not a man nor a 
woman would consider calling himself or herself a Christian today for any 
other reason than one of faith. All of the ‘rice Christians' of long ago 
Left. This we need to keep in mind when we hear that there are still 
70,000 Methodist and 700,000 other Protestants." 


Mr. Jones who based much of information on interviews during his 
trip with persons recently in China, described political and economic 
events in the country during the past year as "confused", but added: 
"There is little doubt that the government has full and complete control 
over the entire population. There is still the frenzied emotionally- 
charged political atmosphere of rapid industrialization and economic 
change. Creat strides in building have been achieved and there are signs 
of the emergence of the Christian churches." 


He cited as a major development of the last year the "voluntary" 
merger of churcheSe While "it is still too early to say for certain 
what it means," he said, it may mean "the end of denominations on the 


mainieand of China." 
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Dr. Niebuhr commended steps be taken for summit meetings between the 
US and USER, for While "there are/dangers in the long rum in the exchange 
ia visits, as is awfully dangerous for two powers that alone understand 
themselves to be wrestling on the abyss of nuclear war." 


a © a iu : ee 
ae Dr. Niebuhr, who is vice president of Union Theologicial Seminary, 

New York, spoke at a meeting of the New York Chapter of Christian Action, 
an interdenominational group of clergy and laymen. EPS, Geneva. 


Bibles Distributed In Yokohama 


(Yokohama ) ~ The Japan Bible Society has undertaken a one-year campaign 
to distribute Bibles in the city of Yokohama, 


oles, ee . . . 

Hive teams have started work in the residential sectionof the city 
where they are making house-to-house calls and visiting the schools which 
have given permission to them to sell copies of the Scriptures during mid- 
day recesSe 


During the first seven weeks of the campaign 40,000 Scriptures were 
sold, including 6,000 copies purchased by the manager of a large whaling 
company for distribution among crews of outgoing boats, 


The Society has announced it will establish a centre to train additional 
persons to sell the Scriptures and various tracts for the campaign. At 
present it has a staff of thirty full-time and forty part-time persons 
engaged in this work, EPS, Genevae 


Newbigin Denounces Colonialism in Missions 


(Toronto) - Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, told a meeting in Montreal, Canada, that the Western 
world must rid itself of the old-fashioned idea that missions are "a bul- 
ae of democracy, a buttress against Communism, and an outpost of capital- 
ism", 


Wo 2 2 . : ; : a é 
The colonial atmosphere is still continued in many a mission compound," 

he declared, despite the fact that it is evident that this traditional 
approach is no longer the best for giving leadership in the younger churches. 


He pointed out the example of the Church of South India, where less 
than one-tenth of the ordained clergy and only four of its 15 diocesan 
bishops are foreign. This church as "proved to be a truly revitalised 
and Indian Church," he said. 


Bishop Newbigin addressed 150 clergymen of various denominations at 
the Metropolitan Teconto Council of Churches. He is making his fires 
visit to Canada under auspices of the Council's Department of Overseas 
Missions. EPS, Genevas 


US Tour Group Praises Work in Cuba 

(New York) — A group of US Presbyterian ministers and laymen have praised 
the work of the Cuban churches and church-related institutions and the 
devotion of their leaders. 


Returning from a ten-day tour of the Island, they said they were 
"impressed" both by the jobs being done "sometimes under tremendous 
handicaps" and by the "intelligence and devotion of able leaders and 
pastors in these ahayccplgrbbee Neral ba 
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Although Cuba has serious political, economic and social problems, 
they said they "at no time were molested or threatened with harm and we 
would be remiss if we did not tell our fellow North Americans that the 
tourist in Cuba has nothing to fear..." 


The group constituted the tenth travelling seminar in Cuba since 1949 
Sponsored by the Board of National Missions of the United Presbyterian 
Church-im the U,S. EPS, Geneva. 


Pentecostalist Movement Reported Growing in Netherlands. 


(The Hague) ~ The Pentecostalist movements is growing rapidly in the 
Netherlands and is making inroads into congregations of the major Protestant 
churches, according t> a report of the Ecumenical Council of Churches 

in the Netherlands. 


The report sail there are between fifty or sixty Pentecostal congrega- 
tions in the country with a membership of about ten thousand persons and 
that they are "attracting an increasing number of people in the churches", 


It said persons who had left their churches to join Pentecostalist 
groups said they did so because they heard "too little in the churches 
of the preaching of the doctrine of the last things" and because the church 
was "powerless to truly give strength to the ill or those in misery", 


In a discussion of the report following its presentation to a recent 
meeting, the Council warned against "a negative approach" to the problem 
and decided to devote further study to the issue, Author of the report 
was Dr. W,F. Golterman, the Council's study secretary, EPS, Geneva. 


Czech Church Praises USSR Feace Efforts 


(Vienna) - The Prague Radio has broadcast a special message by Dr. Frantisek 
Kovar, Patriarch of the Czechoslcvak Church praising "the great peace efforts 
cf the USSR", 


The message waS issued on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of 
the Church, which was founded in 1920 and is the largest non—Roman 
Catholic body in Czechoslcvakia. The Church has generally supported 
the socialist policies of the country's government, but has disassociated 
itsblf from its Marxist philosophy. EPS, Geneva, 


AID Opposed by Church of England 


(London) — The practice of artificial insemination by a donor (AID) has 
been denounced as a moral evil and socially harmful in a special study 
submitted by the Church of @ngland to a British Government Conmittee set 


up to study the issue. 


Reports by both Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and a committee headed by the Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Robert C. Mortimer, 
agreed that the practice is wrong, but differed in their suggestions as to 


how it should be prohibited. 


The Archbishep advocated prohibition by law and Dr. Mortimer's committee 
called for a statuory declaration that, though not prohibited, it should 
be regarded as "unlawful" in the sense of being against the public good, 


_ Digitized by the Internet Archive 


min 2024 © 


_ https /larchive. org/details/eni- -bulletin 1960- 02. 05 27. 5 
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Dr. Fisher said that he had examined the scientific and sentimental 
arguments for AID, but found neither to be conclusive and that a verdict 
based on the medical, legal and social aspects alone could only be that 
"the case for the practice is non—proven", 


"The Christian view," he added, "goes further and says that it cannot 
be justified because AID violates the God-given integrity of the persons 
concerned in this medical operation in their relations to God, to society 
and to one another." He described the suggestion that the practice ought 
to be permitted under regulated conditions as "the half-way house which 
caution hankers after" and said that public conscience would be best sat= 
isfied if the practice were prohibited altogether. 


The Committee's evidence dissented from making AID a criminal offence 
because, it said, a clear necessity for doing so has not yet been established. 
It said that the practice was unlawful in the sameway that adultery and 
formication are unlawful, and suggested that a declaration to this effect 
Should be made and that the General Medical Council might then regard it 
as unprofessional conduct for a doctor to practice AID. Should this 
fail, it suggested "regulation by an appropriate medical authority, or 
failing this by law". EPS, Geneva. 


Ultimate Union of US Prctestants Envisaged 


(Madison, ‘Wisc. ) - The eventual union of US Protestants under a single 
structure has been proposed by Dr. Douglas Horton, former dean of Harvard 
Divinity School and former general minister of the Congregational 
Christian Churches. 


The merger which he envisioned would preserve the traditions and pres- 
ent forms of worship of the individual denominations. 


Dr. Horton said that such a Church could have at its head a bishop 
as "a personal symbol," exercising the authority that the several churches 
would grant him, as in the case of many denominations today. 


Legislative bodies, he said, would deal with the affairs of the 
churches corporately, with relationship similar to the present one between 
individual churches and law-making units. 


"The local congregations would be as various in forms of worship and 
government as they are today," Dr. Horton added. "Whatever the pre- 
dilections of the new citizens... each would find the type of corporate piety 
to which he is accustomed and in which he could most readily develop his 
spiritual capactities." 


Dr. Horton, who made the proposal in a speech to the annual meeting 
of the Wisconsin Council of Churches, said the type of union he proposed 
might be effected "within one, or two or three hundred years or more" « 

EPS, Geneva. 


Negro Methodist Clergy Denounce Study on Jurisdiction 

(New York) —- Negro Methodist clergymen in the New York City area have 
sharply criticised a denominational study advising the Church to maintain 
its present regional and jurisdictional structure. (See FPS No 2& male 


In a unanimously adopted resolution, the ministers demanded abolition 
of all segregation "legally, structurally ana otherwise" permitted within the 
denomination and announced plans to appoint a committee to study ways to 
abolish the Church's present Central Jurisdiction for Negro Churches, which 


the study had advised retaining. 
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They said they would call a mass meeting of laymen to protest all 
Segregation and racial discrimination within the Church. The clergymen 
represented churches belonging to two integrated New York annual confer-— 
ences and one Negro conference. New - York's four largest Methodist 
eco are Negro, as are about half of the 54,000 Methodists in the 
city. 


Rarlier, the denominations New York East Conference Board of Social 
eo expressed "embarrassment" at the study. It referred to its ow 
tl os : 4 
many integrated churches and hospitals and called for elimination of the 
Central Jurisdiction. 


The controversal and often misunderstood study has also been denounced 
by a group of white southern Methodists who called it a move toward ul- 


Ls aie, G ‘ ! 1s 2 o 
timate racial integration in the church. the four-year study had urged 
retention of the Central Jurisdiction because it "assured racial integration 
in the highest echelons of our Church". EPS, Genevae 


Vote of Confidence for Bishop Dibelius 


(Berlin) - The Synod of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg 

has passed a vote of confidence in Bishop Otto Dibelius, who announced 
last week that he will retire in 1961 as chairman of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID) and as Bishop of the Church of Berlin~Brandenburg. 
(See EPS No. 4) 


The resolution pointed to differences of opinion resulting over 
Bishop Dibelius! interpretation of the duty of Christians towards the 
State, but declared itself "united with its Bishop in the fellowship of 
Jesus Christ" despite these differences. The resolution stated: 


"The Synod thanks the Bishop for the way in which throughout his life 
he has defended the Christian faith and the whole Christian Church in face 
of serious attacks and regardless of the risks of personal danger." 


Of the 216 members of the Synod voting at the annual meeting, 182 
were in favour of the resolution, 18 opposed and 16 abstained. 


A report of a sub-coumittee which had met in closed sessions to study 
the issue described its meetings as "a hard, wearisome and painful struggle, 
but said members had gained "a respect and understanding" for opposing 
views and were agreed concerning what is required in practical conduct 
by Christians in relation to the state. 


it 


The spokesman for the committee said members had agreed that state 
authorities were established by God and that laws should be conscientiously 
observed by Christians, It is only in cases where the state requires 
Christians to take actions contrary to God's commandments that Christians 


"must obey God rather than men", it stated, 


A speaker for the opposition, Dr. Heinrich Vogel, an East Berlin 
theological professor, addressed an "open letter" to the Synod in which 
he declared that criticism of Bishop Dibelius had been justified and that 
general confidence in him had not been re-established, 


He said that while the Bishop was concerned that the Christian Gospel 
be obeyed, his position on the issuc has "savoured more of hate than of 
love" and contained nothing to indicate that Jesus Christ died and rose 
again not only for believers, but for atheists. 
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As long as the Bishop restricts his interpretation of St. Paul's 
Epistle to the Romans to a "Christian—Westerm" context and refuses to 
recognise any socialist form of authority , he said, he fails to perceive 
the greatness of God's mercy and is not helping the Church or individual 
Christians to go forward to meet the future', 


Bishop Dibelius in response said that Professor Vogel's views and his 
own had been opposed for 35 years, but that they had remainded "good friends" 
despite their differences. Professor Vogel agreed in response, noting 
that even though there are disagreements, "it should be possible for 
Christians to find their way to one another," EPS, Genevae 


Advances Hailed in US Iutheran Cooperation 


(Atlantic City, NeJ.) - A decision by the home missions board of the 
Tutheran Church - Missouri Synod to apply for membership in a counterpart 
agency of the National Council of Churches (US) has been hailed as of 
"immense importance" for Christian cooperation in the United States. (See 
HES No. 1). 


Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive director of the National Lutheran Council, 
said the action, in view of the history and character of the Missouri 
Synod, "seems to herald an advance in inter~church relationships." He 
spoke at the agency's 42nd annual meeting (Feb. 2-5) in AtlanticCity, NJe 


He pointed out that the Missouri Synod has announced it would partici- 
pate in the National Council's Division of Home Missions "to the extent our 
Principles permit" and that it insists upon "doctrinal agreement" before 
participating in joint services of public worship with other denominations 
or in the conduct of jointly cofitrolled mission projects. 


Dr. Empie noted that in taking the action the Synod had not altered 
its principles, but apparently "after carefuly study it has come to the 
conclusion that... this particular type of cooperation does not compromise 
its principles," 


Although "developing circumstances do not alter principles," he added, 
they may "make possible a change in the outcome of the application of 
principles provided that the climate of negotiations permits Christians 
who differ on points of doctrine to meet on a basis of mutual respect and 
confidence," 


In another session of the annual meeting it was announced that four 
theologians have been named by the National lutheran Council to prepare a 
study on the doctrinal basis of Lutheran unity for talks scheduled next 
summer between its Executive Committee and members of the Committee on 
Doctrinal Unity of the Iutheran Church - Missouri Synod. The latter is 
also expected to draft a similar statement, 


The Missouri Synod is not a member of the National lutheran Council, 
which serves at the representative “in matters of common interest and 
responsibility" of eight US Lutheran church bodies with a combined member~ 
ship of 5,562,000 or about two-thirds of the nation's 8,000,000 Iutherans. 
Seven of these bodies are currently engaged in two separate moves toward 
organic union. 
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Swedish Church to Ordain Women 


(Stockholm) ~ The Church of Sweden will have its first three women ministers 
next Spring. 


The decision, taken despite widespread protests within the Church, 
was announced last week at the close of the Bishops' Conference by 
Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, of Uppsala, primate of the Church. 


Bishop Hultgren said the issue, which has long been a source of deep 
controversy within the Church, had been discussed again and it had been 
decided not to delay any longer in admitting women theological students 
to the ministry. 


The announcement brough immediate reactions from opponents of the 
MOVE» 


Within two hours, the Church's"confessional front" organisation led 
by Bishop Bo Giertz ofGothenburg, issued a 17-point manifesto declaring 
that the ordination of women "conflicts with the will of God and the dir- 
ections of Christ as they are given us in the Scripture." 


The manifesto said clergymen should refuse to work with a woman 
minister and that laymen should refuse to receive priestly ministrations 
from them or to participate in services conduced by them. 


Publication of the manifesto was followedby accusations in various 
Swedish newspapers and three legal complaints lodged against Bishop Giertz 
on the grounds that he is attempting to obstruct execution of the law. 


Meanwhile, it was reported, in the diocese of Stockholm that ninety 
clergy have signed a petition against the ordination of women and 600 
clergy and laity in the diocese of Luleaa have formed an organisation 
to protest against it. 


The ordination of women was authorised by a bill passed in 1958 by 
both chambers of the Riksdag (Parliament), However, the measure could not 
be put into effect until it was endorsed by the Church's General Assembly 
which has the power to veto or ratify all bills passed by Parliament relating 
to church atfairs. 


This was done, also in 1958, but it was agreed following the action 
that the Bishops would consult one another before making any decisions 
relating to women's ordination. 


Bishop Hultgren in announcing the decision 
: acknowledged 
that the Bishops were divided both on the principle of the equality of 
the sexes in the ministry and on the practical desirability of ordaining 
women at this time. 


But, he said, there was less danger now of the Church's being split 
over the move than there would have been when the law was first ratified 
by the Assembly. It has been estimated that within the whole Swedish 
Church one-quarter are in favour of women's ordination, one-quarter against, 
and there is a "floating" half which is undecided, 
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The prelate said applications of three theologically trained women 
have been accepted and that each would be ordained by a different bishop 
in March. 


Bishop Hultgren himself will officiate at the ordination of the 
most prominent of the three. She is Dr. Margit Sahlin, a noted theologian, 
a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and 
director of St. Catherine's Foundation, an institute for training women 
church workers. The other two will be ordained by the Bishops of Stockholm 
and Harnosand, EPS, Geneva. 


French Protestants Support De Gaulle 


(Paris) — The Council of the Protestant Federation of France has sent 
a message to General De Gaulle expressing its "gratitude for the firm 
attitude" he took in connection with the threatened revolution in Algeria. 


The message, drafted by a meeting chaired by Federation president, 
Pastor Marc Boegner, assured President De Gaulle of the Federation's 
"full confidence (in his leadership) in safeguarding the authority of the 
state, insisting that the laws of the French Republic be observed, and in 
promoting national reconciliation." EPS, Genevase 


Niemoller Pleas for World's Hungry 

(Dusseldorf) - Decisions controlling the life of future generations of 
white nations will not be made in “jashington or Moscow, but in Peking, 
New Delhi or Johannesburg, Dr. Martin Niemdller told an audience in 
Dusseldorf last week, 


The age of supremacy of the white nations is past and it is the 
peoples of Asia and Africa who will have the power of life and death over 
them — even to deciding whether they will have enough to eat, he declared, 


This is the power which the white nations now have, but are misusing, 
Dr. Niemoller said in a plea that they "do their utmost in the little time 
that is left" in sharing food and other material abundance, 


"For five hundred years the white race has enjoyed supremacy and has 
held the responsibility for helping the coloured peoples appease their 
hunger," he declared, "but instead of concentrating their resources on this 
problem they are continuing an armaments race which long ago lost all 
meaning and are making futile attempts to hold on to their colonies." 


He said every day thousandsdie of hunger and "everyone who eats his 
fill and still has money in his pocket must realise this money does not 
belong to him. It is because we eat our fill and have more than we need 


that others are starving." 


Dr. Niemdller, is president of the Church of Hesse-Nassaue He spoke 
at a meeting held at Christ Church at Veltberg, near Dusseldorf in the 
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First Synod in Rome in 500 Years 


(Rome) - The first meeting of the Synod of the Diocese of Rome of the 
Roman Catholic Church in more than five hundred years was held last week, 


Some 800 members of the Roman Catholic clergy convened for the week~ 
long session made recommendations on nearly 800 articles which constitute 
a disciplinary code covering every activity connected with the duties 
of priesthood and the propagation of the faith. 


Although the recommendations apply only to the Rome Diocese, it is 
expected that other dioceses throughout the world will follow suit. All 
of the recommendations, which form the basis of a draft constitution, 
must be accepted by Pope John XXIII, in his capacity as the Bishop of 
Rome, before they become official. 


The articles discussed, which were prepared by a special ecclesiastical 
committee which has been at work since the Synod was announced Jan. 25 
last year, have the effect of tightening the discipline for the Rome 
GLergy. They deal with a wide range of problems affecting the appearance, 
behaviour and work of the clergy, 


A section of articles specifically addressed to the laity warns 
that they are; 


Forbidden to read publications inspired by Protestantism, illuminism, 
existentialism, atheism or materialism, 


Barred from taking part in services, sermons or discussions of non=— 
Catholic cults. 


Subject to excommunication if they join or vote for political 
parties or persons that promote heretical principles or doctrines though 
they may not go so far as’ apostas or atheism. 


Obliged on pain of excommunication to enact no laws harmful to the 
Church. 


In an address at the opening session Pope John said that the 
traditional principles of the Catholic Church would be preserved in the rw 
decrees, but would be rephrased in the light of new conditions. 


The Pope disclosed that the idea of a Rome Synod as a preliminary to 
the Ecumenical Council, which is for the entire Church, was suggested 
by one of his advisers after he himself had reached the decision to 
convoke the Council. EPS, Genevae 


in Bric? 


The World Outlook, monthly magezine of The Methodist Church (US), 
is conducting contests to choose three "great human interest stories of 
world and national missions" and three "top essays on the philosophy of 
missions". The contest is being held in connection with the celebration 
of its 50th anniversary of publication this year. First award in each 
category will be $250; second, $100; and third, 875. 
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Entries for the human interest story should be not more than 2,000 words 

and must be received by March 1. Entries for the essays should be not 

more than 2,500 words and should be received by April 1. 11 manuscripts 

eae be submitted in care of the magazine, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 
3 ole 


OK 


A film depicting the life of the churches in East European countries 
Will be produced by Lutheran Film Associates, It will be filmed. on 
location in Germany about 14 miles from the frontier of East Germany. 
LFA is a co-operative group of US Lutheran churches and Louis de Rochemont 
ASsociates, an independent film production agency. 


OK 


In an official communique the Vatican has announced receipt of a 
document from the Soviet Ambassador in Italy concerning world disarmament. 
A story of the document, which was also sent to other governments, was 
carried on the front page of the Osservatore Romano, official Vatican 
daily newspaper. It was the first time that the Vatican has officially 
acknowledged receipt of documents from the USSR, although it is believed 
that there have been unofficial communications through indirect channels. 


x Ok 


Archbishop Ireney, primate of the Japan Orthodox Church, is in the 
United States for a six-month assignment as special assistant to Metroe 
politan Leonty of New York, head of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic 
Church of North America. He will visit parishes throughout the country 
and will assist in development programmes under way at two Orthodox theo- 
logical schools - at St. Vladimir's in New York, and St. Tikhon's at 
South Cannan. Pa. He is scheduled to return to Japan in June. 


U ot. 
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The Rev. Dr. Henry &. Atkinson, of Baltimore (US) general secretary 
from 1918 through 1955 of the Church Peace Union and the World Alliance 
for International Friendship Through Religion, died Sunday, January 24; 
after a long illness. He was 82. The Church Peace Union was founded in 
1914 by Andrew Carnegie, US industrialist and philanthropist, to work for 
international peace through the application of religious ethics. It 
worked nationally through leaders of the Protestant, Roman Catholic, 
Jewish and other religions. Dr. Atkinson travelled throughout the world 
for some forty years in his efforts to bring about peace and was active 
in a number of related causes. He was an ordained Congregational 
minister and from 1911 to 1917 was secretary of that denomination's 
Social Service Commission. 


b4 


The Hungarin Government spent $200,000 during the last three years 
on church building and church restoration, according to the government 
controlled radio in Budapest. It said the sum was in addition to the 
annual subsidies of $3,520,000 made to various religious bodies in the 
country. (See EPS No. 4.) 
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Document 
Bishop Dibelius' Legacy to the German Church 


(Following is the text of the "Last Will and Testament to the 
German Churches" of Bishop Otto Dibelius of the Church of Berlin-Branden- 
burg. Bishop Dibelius read the testament to a meeting of the Synod of 
the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg following announcement of his 
plans to retire in late 1961 as Bishop of that church and as chairman of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID)), (See EPS No. 4) 


"I have lived for my Church. I believe and confess that this visible 
Church, into which I was baptised and to which I was ordained, is that 
form of the holy, universal Christian Church in which God intended me to 
live, work and profess my faith. My love for this Church will continue, 
even when I pass into eternity. 


"T know this Church of mine so well, with its wealth of gifts in 
which I have shared; and its inadequacies, which have often made me suffer. 
I am sure, however, that the Lord Jesus Christ has not rejected or dis« 
inherited this Church of His. It is my belief that He has chosen this 
Church to bear clear witness to His grace and truth just at the point 
where the opposition is sharpest between two different attitudes of life. 
He has thus entrusted the German Church with a tremendous task and He will 
Roteapandonedt as at strives: to Pultil it. 


"T beg these who come after me to remember this task, and never to 
try to be anything but the Church of Him who was crucified for us an 
raised again from the dead, We must stand by the message of Een 
in which we all joyfully concurred in 1934: 'Jesus Christ, as witnessed 
in the Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God to whom we must listen, in 
whom we must place our confidence in life and in death, and whom we must 
always obeye' That is what the Church stands for, and nothing else, 


"IT beg my Church never again to allow itself to be forced into a 
ghetto, but to remain constantly aware of its responsibilities for the whole 
diffe of the German people. I beg it never to surrender to the powers of 
this world. I pray that God may keep the Church free from the temptation 
to succumb to the spirit of agitation and propaganda which rages all round 
ite God has given His children the spirit of power, of love and of 
discipline, not the spirit which quarrels about other people in the press, 
and seizes upon differences of opinion as opportunities for personal attack. 


pray that, the harder the life of the Church becomes, the more God 
may strengthen its spirit of unity, so that it can perceive which things 
are insignificant and which are important... I pray that the number of 
loyal, committed Christians may increase, so that, if the state Church 
breaks up, a new Confessing Church may stand ready to embrace loyal 
Protestants in an even closer bond of unity..e I-pray for all who hold 
office in the Church that their courage may not fail in the face cf. the 
inoreasing difficultyiof their task admist the grcat spiritual.crises of “our 
time. The harder the task, the greater the blessing. Crises pass; 
Jesus Christ remains. 
(1) The Barmen Declaration was adopted in 1954 by the "confessing church" 
and expresses its oppostion to the national socialization of the 
churches under the Hitler regime.. 
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"I pray especially for those whose whole lives have become a 
burden owing to the circumstances of the time, and who are in danger 
of growing weary. There is One who gives strength to the weary. Human 
life is not decided by circumstances, but by the faith which is ready to 


face suffering. And this faith is crowned by the promise of a merciful 
lie yiae 


"it is in this faith that I have tried to live. At oné time I, dre 
up the Declaration of Stuttgart 2) confessing the guilt of our Church. 

One sentence (a very decisive one) was written by Martin Nieméller. The 
rest was written by myself. I will not leave this world without admitting 
my own personal culpability for the guilt which we confessed together then. 
I too confess that I should have been 'more courageous in my Christian 
witness, more faithful in prayer, more joyous in faith and more ardent 

in love!. But I believe that the mercy of God is greater than our guilt, 
And as I have lived every day by the forgiveness of God, so I beg every 
one against whom I have sinned to forgive me, as I forgive all who have 
Sinned against me." 


(2) The Stuttgart Declaration was adopted at the end of World War II in 
1945 by the German churches as an expression of common guilt. 
(See EPS No. 39, 1945) 


